page 11

ANOTHER STAR FOR OUR HISTORIAN

- In recent newsletters, you have read about the 357th Fighter Group
participating in the "shuttle mission" to Russia, Italy and back to
England. From Aug. 4, 1944 until Aug. 12, 1944, 64 pilots and their
aircraft were away from the Leiston Air Base. Also 35 ground crew members
were on this shuttle mission for tHe same duration.

HOWEVER' there still was combat activity going on at the Leiston Base
while the men were away. Five missions flown by the Group with about
15 aircraft airborne each mission. On 10 August while on one of the five
missions escorting B-24 Bombers, Lt. Edward K. Simpson and Lt. Donald :
Ferron collided in air. Ferron did not survive but Sumpson did and re-
ceived the protection of the French Marguis for a time. Soon the Army
reported that Simpson was Killed In Action.

Our active Fighter Ace William "O'Bee" O'Brien plays a part in this
story! On 4 August 1944 the shuttle mission departed. On 5 August,
"O'Bee" was transferred out of the 363rd F.S. of the 357th F.G. to another
unit and base not too far from the Leiston. Airbase. It was only natural
for "O'Bee" to drop back to Leiston often to visit his 363rd F.S. friends.
On one of those visits, "O'Bee" picked up some "scuttle-butt" that an
R.A.F. Pilot had come to the Leiston Airbase with the metal bracelet of
deceased Simpson. This bothered "O'Bee" over the vears and he always
desired to know the true story of how his friend Edward Simpson had died.
He pursued Merle Olmsted for help.

The next chapter of our story is a letter dated 23 June 1996 written
by our 357th F.G. Historian Merle Olmsted. Letter as follows:

More than a year ago when I obtained sbme army personnel files on
Edward Simpson and passed the same on to "O'Bee", he remarked that there
must be further information on the death of Simpson because the army report
left some gquestions. It did however, mention that the STARS AND STRIPES
for 25 Nov. 1959 had an article on Simpson's death. After talking to
"O0'Bee" about it, I decided to try to obtain a Copy. First I contacted
a friend at the AF Museum and he told me there were only 3 complete files
in the world, one in Tokyo, one in Germany and one at the Pentagon Library.
I tried the Pentagon first and now a year later, they continue to ignore
lme. Next, I tried the Univ. of Penna. wher they have extensive 8th aA.F.
files. They answered immediately saying thgy did not have them but they
sent a computor readout on libraries that h#d some S & S files. I tried
the N.Y. City Library and as with the Pentagon, they continue to ignére
my letter. Next I tried the Wisc. Historic3l Society in Madison and GREAT
DAY, they not only answered immediately but §sent me a copy of the article,
NO CHARGE (although they did suggest a dona@ion which I sent gladly).

So after re-arranging it and recopying, I eiglose a copy for you. This
does seem to rather well complete the story f what happened, as of 1959,
Cheers,
Merle Olmdf
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war Historian. Thank you
fate of one of our good




THE STARS AND STRIPES

2s Mo\{‘ Sc\

By PAUL KACKLEY, Stoff Weiter

RO\\.' OF NINLE simple .wooden, cross-
A ¢s. deep in the heart of the F;orcsl
of Orleans in- France,

marKs the spot

where un American: fighter- p lot cnjoyed .

peace .oy curth.

werce

his fast mament of
Just’ as (i crosscs
into the ground at the heid of the nthe
(reshly (illed graves. o séries ‘of. shols
<hattered the duwn quiet ol the forest.
slinutes luter, Capt Edwurd K. Simpson
«as dead. But he died a hero — sacdrificing
his life that a group of freedomn fighters
e hmd known only n few doys might

hive.
This was Aug, 14.7%
hered Dy «the pecople of

44, the day remem-
is part of France

as the “day that the aquis were at-
X tacked.” . ) .
siemibers of the rmaauis who were In

the forest thal day remember that Simp-
son joincd them latce in the evening of
Auz. 10, slter-his lizhter plane was shot
dowen south of the loire River and several
miles (rom the maaquis’ forest hiding place.

Just ufter landing. Simpson was con-
tacted by Lo of the freedom fighters who'
wure returning from carrying messages (o
Col Murc O'Neill. commander of Lhe
maquis in four: districts of, France, who
was then near Orlenns. ’

“Our couricrs led him baek through the
Cerman lincs to our hiding place,” recalls
Studame O'Neill, widow. of the (ormer
maaquis commander, TThey thought he was
Hritlsh, since the only other - English-
speaking persons they lhiud met during the
war wuere o few British ngents who worked
with us.” .

AL the time Simpson Jqlncd. the maquis,
the Allled forces had pushed to within a
miles of Orlenns, and- the Cermnn
tronny in the.nrca wwere Yhowinyg signs of
S rctreat to (he north, The Free IFrench
ligntery who had bheen operating from the

(Continucd on IMge 1Y)

Lo

being driven |

of the Frcnchmen dropped from

» T

fOﬂeé'ﬁs Forest

A World War Il fighter pilot, Tisted ‘as killed in aclion o
Aug. 10, 1944, actually died four dcys'larer'w”H the maquis

. {Continucd fram Muye 11)
Orlenns forest for severol months. were
awiting orders to break out of the woods
snd Join other maquis unils, in- the push
ta lraris. N
Ruther- than run the risk of trying to
slip SImpson back to ‘American -forves. the

munrnuin leuders suggested to him that he -

remuin with them uatil time for the whole
wnit to break through lthe German Panzer
division surrounding the forest.

The funernl service Simpson was attend?

ing when thelattack hegan was for nine
members of lhe maquis who had been
kitkd in A (Hc-lichl on the outskirts of
the fn:est, (The badies of the nine werc
moved after {the war, but the® crosses
marklng thHe graves are stlll there)

* Although' several of \he frecdom fight-

"ers fell thr;'!;She patrol opencd. firg, the

well-armed gfoup quickly averpowercd the

Germanyd and drove them ofl. But knowing.

that thelr hldlng place hod -been dis-
covered. the Free French—numbering be-
tween 200 and 300—dcecliled the .time had
come to escape from the womls and Join
the Allled forces near Orleans.
-Hurrledly breaking the camp they had
occupled for several months — signs ot
~which can still be scen—the hunted men
rushed through the woods to their well-
hidden inotor -pool nearly a mile away.,
Most of thelr vehlcles were captured from

“the Germans,, ’

_Stmpson,..found n''place on the.last truck
ol the convqy as [t broke (rom cover and

racéd dowr” one ‘of the forest's nartow

tralls leading to the Orlcans highway." *

As lhe.maquls vehlcles turncd-on to the
highway ythey werce spotted by a Gerhien
column ol trucks and armorcd:’ car, _{The
Germans pursucd- the maquls con
were rapldly closing in, when . Simpson
y'ade his dcclslon—and . died.

-Knowiag that tHe-Cerman column had :

‘Lo .be nop{}od‘. one of the Frenchman rid-
Ing In the 'truck with.SIimpson called for

the driver lo slow down, and reached: for

it heavy mnchine gun, .
A the truck slowed, Simpson and [lve
It and
set°up the machine gun In the ' center of
the road ‘as the truck roarcd away. All

six .of the men surely renlized: that they
* could not cscape :
.where

<death, slnce the point
Ahey © estahlished their . roadhlock
was flat and completely without protee-
tive- cover. ’
The finol actlon those men fought was

“byfef. butr~successful. Thelr (irst burst of -

achine-gun Iirc stopped the lcad German

vdhicle and blocked the road. They kept

firfng unt*' oll siX were dead.

Thankks toO

_they collected

tinte - they gained was cnough.

for hy the time the roard was clearcd, the ”
magquls ¢onvoy Was well on ther way 10
Orleuns and nut of reach of the Curmuns.
"K.';L'n< withh my hushand when the' von-
voy renched us.” Mudame O'Nxill r(-L':.IH\,
«\When he asiked for 2 report of the action.
all we heard for nracsly 15 minutes was an
account of the bravery of. the six men—
especiplly, the English-speaking onc.” )
She continued, "Our soldiers were so M-
pressed with the fact that Simpson gave
his Jife for them even though .he didn't
have to, and “didn’t een know those -he
died with.” .
.Sim[’ison's uction impr'csscd the people of
Ouzousr-sur-Lolre—a  villnge just a o few
yards [rom where he dicd—so much thit
enough moncy o build a
smnil monument 2t the scene of the road-
E‘Jléck. Muny of lh'c villagers were members

.of the mAquis during the wur.
the names ‘of the

©*The mogument’ hists
six men dticd theres .
Simpsot nnme Giso nppears on i Inrge

monument dedicated to all of thc miruis.
This seccond mumoriul, ocated where cight
of the forcst trails cunverge on o circle
In the center of the fores(, Is inzcribed
with the names ol tlhase who lost ther
Hves during the bitter fighting In- the
woods in August 1004,

Near the: monument to the mnquis is
O'Neill's tomb. Hewas killed in Algerin 0

But the

" 1956. T'ha French government granterd his

34 nnd.‘

Lofficinl

‘wisit to be htried in Orleans forest in
grathude for his leadership of Lhe maq:hs.

Ironicnlly, while the* French people
haven't forgollcn'lhc actlons of the hrave
young American pilot, it is possible th..:
no one—including his own family—(rom
hix own country even kncw how he diedh

“1 toid the (lrst Amcricans [ met abo:
Simpson.” .NMudame O'Neill' recalls. “But
they were .combat troops, busy (ighting.
anc I've wondered, ever -since i{f the man-
ner of his-denth was ever cntered in his

records.” 7 . .

Maré Grippon, who apcrales 1t cafls
Quzoucr-sur-Loire. and who hurinrd Simp-
son's bady In the.local cemetery. also tried

‘to tell the Americany holv:Simpson died.

“\When the gruves registtation soldiers
came here to move his hody,[1 tricd to tell
them about Simpsgn,” Grippon said., "But
I"don't speak English and hey dldn’t have

unyvane who could sprs Freach, xo ¢14n
wurd they didn’t. undatstand meS
Iividently  Dix words whre not unier-

glood, for Slmpsan’s offlcinl record of serv-
jee. “on flile nt the, U.S. Army lecortis
Center In St. Louis, states he wa kllicd :a
netlon 10 France ‘on Auge 10, jD-I-l———(our
-days })c!nrc.- he actuoatly dicd.

Olmsted
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357th F'ighter Group Association, Inc.
“The Yoxford Boys"

v
Ny

R

TaON
. "

JEAR  MARc PovceT

GRov P (943 anva 7944, A Gooo'mwwt// FODIF S/MPsoX,
HE

Pleor I N THE ISTI FIcHTER

SUAVED A Mip-AIR CotLisioN [V AVFUST /7445 -
FRENCH FREEPIM FICHTERS 7T ]
y WiTH 7TREM UNTIL THE EERM AN WNE RE
HE O1P ANO LAUEHT WiT 1

THE M AND FHEELOM

PROCLAFIATSON

wAs Pickep VP BY

ADVISER HIM Td STA
LPUsHE L [FACK SomE MoRE,
FhEM UNTIE HEERVE H{1s HIFE FOR
Lasing A COrY ofF A
00 Yydv HAVE ANY SUCEESTIONS

;) AM ENE
; - 2
pronoRED N YovR MUSEOM

7HE STORY .

TELLING
oRy £ aui? FE

o F How H15 5T
MosT CRATEfoc (FOR Vovnr /RPEXS,

; weer Vo8N '
papy. THANKS FOR vou R HEFP.

et '5 CQVERSTREET

. o
pPas FF Y AVE. B
;?iijﬁ@Kf VA 2ol 7123

ERMWVET
E-MmMAlL ~ WovERSTREET @ 10PEN F B



viQ ual Captam Edward (Eddre)vK Slmpson, of the US Anny Air Corps,
1 as from East Orange, New Jersey, and .

C ptaln Slmpson, P-51 Mustang Flghter Pllot was involved ina mldalr
' i’France on August 10, 1944 He survived the collision and was

vehicles they captu o from the Germans.: Captam Slmpson was ",‘the last truck of the convoy with the
Germans jn pursurt and rapldly closing in, when he and-five'of: the Maquis jumped ‘from the truck with a.
machme gun to try to slo down the Germans The:r machme gun {ire stopped the lead. German vehicle,

WHEREAS Captam Slmpson S. bravery so rmpressed the peop!e of 0uzouer-sur~Lorre, a wllage near
where he died, that they erected a monument at the scene of the road block llstmg his name along with the

five Maquis that dled wrth hlm, and

WHEREAS it would be most f:ttmg and appropnate that we pay speclal homage to Captam Eddie
Simpson, who made the ultlmate sacrifice so that we could Ilve in peace, l:berty, and prosperity;

NOW, THEREFORE A DONALD T. DIFRANCESCO Senate Pres:dent Acting Govemor of the State of New -
Jersey; do hereby recognize and commend the memory of Captain Edward K. Simpson for his heroism. The
family and friends of this.true. Amencan hero can take comfort and solace in the fact that the sacrifice of their
loved one has not been made in vain and that like those who are ‘gathered today, Americans will always
gather on Memonal Day to salute those who died on the field of battle so thatall of us could live in peace.

GIVEN under my hand and the Great Seal
of the State of New Jersey, this
- twenty-eighth day of May in the year
of Our Lord two thousand one and of
the Independence of the United States, -
the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

SENATE PRESIDENT,
- ACTING GOVERNOR

DIFORES TB SOARIES JR.,




